








IN THE KNOW
Participants receive weekly updates with opportunities they can leverage to grow their businesses.

SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO BLACK ENTREPRENEURSHIP NETWORK

RUBBERBAND SOVEREIGN GOLF (RSG)
Rubberband Sovereign Golf (RSG) crafts luxury golf apparel 
that blends urban sophistication with the tradition of golf. RSG 
is dedicated to offering high-quality, eco-friendly fashion that 
supports social causes.

PARTICIPANT PROFILES
See more participant profiles at swoben.ca/profiles.

PARDON MONSIEUR
Pardon Monsieur is a bold clothing brand, vibrantly reflecting 
the diversity and subtlety of human stories. The brand shares 
traditional values through the handmade production of its 
creations. Today, the company has a team of 10 St. Clair 
College students working to produce the first “made in 
Windsor, made in Canada” creations.

Matheus from Sau Bake 
discovered the Propelling Black 
Entrepreneurship Program from 
the Federation of African 
Canadian Economics (FACE) 
through the SWOBEN newsletter. 
Matheus applied, and became the 
recipient of a $5,000 grant to 
offset the costs of obtaining 
professional business services.

Patience from BIPOC Teen 
Magazine came across the 
Dragon Den pitch competition 
through the SWOBEN newsletter. 
She, boldly, decided to enter the 
fierce competition, and qualified 
herself to the second round 
bringing attention to her business 
proposal.



FACTS AND FIGURES

In May 2024, Empowerment Squared celebrated Black 
entrepreneurship and the acquisition of Draga Vision 
Care Inc. by SWOBEN participant, Tapiwa Musewe, 
Optician and Optometrist.With the  support of 
Empowerment Squared, she has become the first 
Black female entrepreneur in Hamilton, Ontario  to 
own such a practice. Empowerment Squared assisted 
in the planning and execution of this celebratory event, 
from marketing and communications to gathering 
about100 community members to celebrate this 
incredible accomplishment, a testament to the 
collective impact of SWOBEN.

NOT YOUR CHILD CORP.
As a Canadian company dedicated to enhancing road safety 
and promoting responsible alcohol consumption, Not Your 
Child Corp. strives to normalize the use of breathalyzers as 
intelligent, proactive safety measures. They offer trusted, 
reliable, and high-quality breathalyzers that are made to 
compete with the best in North America and Europe.  

42.9% 7%
of participants began 
at the ideation stage.

14.3% 30.8%
of participants began at the
efficiency and scale stage.

of participants finished at the
efficiency and scale stage.

of participants finished 
at the ideation stage.

(*2024 SWOBEN Participant Survey)

SWOBEN MILESTONE 

100% of participants would 
recommend SWOBEN.

A CELEBRATION OF 
BLACK ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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As part of Empowerment Squared’s mission to build 
a better world by empowering people with tools and 
skills to reach thei full potential and thrive, the 
SWOBEN program was created to addresses the 
unique challenges and barriers that Black 
entrepreneurs face by facilitating access to education, 
resources and professional advisors.

Empowerment Squared is tremendously grateful to our partners who contributed their expertise, knowledge and 
resources to the success of the SWOBEN program and the transformational impact is immeasurable. We also want to 
express our gratitude to SWOBEN participants and supporters who made this project possible. 

Created in 2009 to promote the 
development of a strong and 
diversified southern Ontario 
economy, the agency’s mandate is 
to deliver strategic investments to 
businesses, not-for-profit 
organizations and communities; 
establish and strengthen key 
economic partnerships; and 
represent the region's interests at 
the national level.

A catalyst for technology and 
innovation in Windsor-Essex and 
Chatham-Kent since 2011, WEtech is 
a non-profit organization that 
provides entrepreneurs and 
companies with business services, 
training, I.P., commercialization 
support, mentorship and strategic 
connections to help bring new ideas 
to market, scale to the next level and 
build a dynamic culture and a 
community of innovation.

Located in Kingston Ontario, 
BizSkills For Good is dedicated to 
supporting and empower 
underrepresented professionals and 
potential entrepreneurs through a 
well curated ecosystem of 
personalized guidance and 
mentorship to acquire and sustain 
their own businesses, one step at a 
time. 
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